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Introduction 
 
These are exciting times for students as in September 2012 they will move on to the final stage of their secondary education at Bristnall Hall 
Technology College.  Choosing option subjects in Year 9 is a major decision and an exciting opportunity for students.  So much in the future 
depends on students achieving good GCSE results.  The more successful each student is, the more choices will be available when 
considering a career.  At Bristnall Hall we offer a wide range of course to suit many different individual needs, all of which provide an 
opportunity to succeed and help prepare students for the future. 
 
Students are now faced with a wide range of courses from which to select their examination subjects and it is vital that subjects are chosen 
only after careful consideration.  Until now, every student has followed the same broad range of curriculum subjects and all timetables have 
looked similar.  In September students will continue with some of these subjects and could be studying new ones.  As a Technology College, 
some students are required to take a Design and Technology and ICT as part of their core curriculum choice.  Others will be able to choose to 
take these subjects as part of their option choices.  Also, some students will have to study GCSE French and a Humanities subject, giving 
them the opportunity to achieve the English Baccalaureate.  Where students have the opportunity to select other courses it is important to 
maintain a broad and balanced curriculum. 
 
We are currently preparing students for the Option process.  To help students make the best choices we will advise which choices or subjects 
we consider are the most appropriate for each individual student.  Whether students are in the T, E or B Band there is a wide variety of 
subjects from which the student is able to make their choice.   During the course of the next few weeks students will have the opportunity to 
speak to teachers about the subjects they are interested in and also reflect on their performance in Year 8 and so far in Year 9 following the 
recent Assessment Review.  Students should think very carefully about which subjects they enjoy and can succeed in, remembering that they 
will be working for two years on this course.  It is important that students consider where their strengths are, the skills they have and which 
subjects they will perform well in.   
 
This booklet gives details of each course offered.  It is intended to help learners to make the right choices about their future learning and work.  
It has been designed to inform students and complement other sources of information available ï Parents/Carers Options Evening, PSHEe 
lessons and Form Tutor input. The option process is designed to inform students and Parents/Carers as fully as possible. 
 
I wish you the best of luck in your future at Bristnall Hall. 

 
Miss A Walker                                                         
Assistant Headteacher 
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Introduction to Key Stage 4  
 
The College has designed the choices to reflect the different 
curriculum needs and expectations that each student has. Choices 
are designed to help students and parents/carers choose the best 
combination of subjects for their KS4 curriculum.  Students have 
been placed in a Curriculum band, most suiting their needs and 
abilities.  All students will study compulsory core subjects and have 
a choice of other courses. 
 
Compulsory Core Subjects of English, Mathematics and Science 
are studied by all students - these are all crucial subjects in which to 
gain GCSEs, BTECs or Accredited Certificates. 
 
Some students will also study French and a Humanities subject, 
either Geography or History, as part of their compulsory core giving 
them the opportunity to achieve the English Baccalaureate 
qualification. 
 
Some students will also study ICT and a Design and Technology 
subject as part of their compulsory core, as Bristnall Hall values the 
importance of studying a Design and Technology subject and ICT 
(Information and Communication Technology). 
 
For most students success in these subjects will deliver five or more 
GCSE grades.  The rest of the KS4 curriculum should be balanced 
and give students a wide range of courses and experiences 
resulting in the highest grades those students can achieve.  
Subjects not part of the core will also be part of the option choices 
available to choose from 
 
All students will study Religious Studies and take part in Physical 
Education lessons.  In addition some students may choose to study 
Religious Studies at GCSE and BTEC Sport or Dance.  All students 
will also experience Work Related Learning and will take part in 
PSHEe lessons and Enrichment Days.  More information about 
these lessons is included in this booklet. 
 
 

KS4 Curriculum Choice Form Information 
 
After reading all the information in this booklet and completing the 
óKnow Yourselfô exercise, complete the Option Choice Form.  
Remember to choose first and second choices for subject options.  
Some subjects are oversubscribed and some students may not get 
their first choice.  Consider very carefully your second choices.  
 
To complete the Choice form: 
 
ü Complete the óKnow Yourselfô exercise on pages 7-8 and 40. 
ü Research and decide upon the subjects you wish to study at 

KS4.   
ü Read the Learner Checklist and Case Studies on pages 43-45.  
ü Read the information about all the subjects offered and different 

choices available.  Speak to the subject teachers for more 
information about the subject.   

ü Choose your preferred subjects and record these on the Option 
Choice Form.  

 
 
Year 9 Option Process Timetable  2011-12 
  

Assessment Review 10th ï 14th October 2011 

Curriculum bands decided 17th ï 22nd October 2011 

Options Evening Thursday 3rd November 2011 

Option Books issued  
(at Options Evening) 

Thursday 3rd November 2011 

Option forms issued  Monday 7th November 2011 

Option Form handing in opens Tuesday 8th November 2011 

Option Choice deadline Friday 2nd December 2011 

Completed forms must be returned to college 
reception by this deadline date. 
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External Examinations 
 
The national external examination system is undergoing radical 
changes at the moment as are the many and varied further 
education and training opportunities available to young people 
after the age of 16.  Bristnall Hall Technology College gives all 
students the opportunity to gain externally recognised 
qualifications. 
 
The number and type of external qualifications gained at the end 
of Year 11 will depend greatly on your effort and application.  
Most examinations are designed to measure what you KNOW, 
UNDERSTAND and CAN DO.  An explanation of GCSE 
examinations which we offer at Bristnall Hall follows in the next 
section.  Some students will study all GCSE courses and some a 
combination of GCSE, BTEC Courses and Vocational Related 
courses. 
 
GCSEs are a single system of examinations with a single scale of 
grades from A* to G.  The examination will test not only memory 
and orderly presentation of facts but also understanding, practical 
and other skills and the ability to apply knowledge.  All GCSE 
courses and examinations will follow nationally agreed guidelines 
known as 'national criteria'.   These will cover course objectives, 
content and assessment methods.  Their aim is to help students 
to benefit as much as possible from their studies.   
 
BTECs are work related qualifications suitable for a wide range of 
students, built to accommodate the needs of employers and allow 
progression to university. They provide a more practical, real-
world approach to learning alongside a key theoretical 
background. They can be taken as well as, or in place of, GCSEs 
and A levels in schools and colleges. BTECs are not exam-based 
qualifications.  Instead, students study real-life, work-based case 
studies and complete projects and assessments, which contribute 
to achieving each unit studied. 
 

 
 
 
 

Vocationally Related Qualifications are designed to provide 
students with relevant skills and knowledge of their chosen 
subject. Those who gain Vocationally-Related Certificates can 
follow a pathway to employment or further study.  Student work is 
assessed differently according to the specification, but may 
include practical assessments and/or exam board-set and 
marked assessments. Vocationally-Related Certificates enhance 
knowledge and build upon students skills in preparation for a job. 
 
 
 
 

Read the next section very carefully to see how the 
work for each subject is organised and assessed 
and what you will study for each subject. 
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Which Subject to Choose? 
 
You must think very carefully about the subjects you choose 
because once you have started a course it is very difficult to change.  
Your choice will be influenced by the following factors:- 
 

¶ Year 9 Review data will show what you are capable of and in 
which subjects you are most likely to achieve in. 

¶ Teachers will talk to you and your parents/carers and as a 
result, may recommend certain subjects to you. 

¶ Your plans for the future may change over the years. 
Therefore, the golden rule is never to specialise too much at 
this stage - a narrow choice can come later if you wish. 

¶ Careers staff will help you choose a good combination of 
subjects which will enable you to use your abilities when    
you go on to further education, into a skill training scheme or 
into a job when you leave college.  You can talk to the 
Careers Advisor in the Library on Monday Lunchtime. 

¶ PSHEe tutors will offer advice on the option process. 
  

Some questions you might consider when choosing are:- 
  1.  Which subjects are available? 
  2.  Which do I feel most comfortable doing? 
  3.  What level am I likely to reach in them? 
  4.  Which subjects am I recommended to take? 
  5.  Which subjects are necessary for the employment I wish to 
       aim towards? 
  6.  Which subjects might I need to study if I intend to go on to  
       further education? 
 
In answer to these questions you could list appropriate subjects and 
those which appear in the answers several times you should 
seriously consider choosing.  Use the óKnow Yourselfô activity, 
Learner Checklist and Case Studies to help inform your choices. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some combinations of subjects cannot be taken.   
For example: 

¶ The following courses cannot be taken together: 
BTEC Music and GCSE Music  
BTEC Dance and BTEC Sport 
BTEC Creative Media Production and Creative iMedia 
BTEC and GCSE Child Development 
 
These courses are too similar and they will not allow 
you to have a broad and balanced curriculum. 

 
 
To help with your decisions use the websites below.  They 
are full of useful information about subject content and 
careers. 
 

www.apprenticeship.org.uk 
www.connexions.gov.uk 
www.connexions-direct.com 
www.dcfes.gov.uk/14-19 
www.edexcel.org.uk 
www.ocr.org.uk 
www.qca.org.uk/14-19 
www.ucas.com 
 
Basic college equipment is needed for all subjects.  Where 
specialist equipment is needed for a subject it is clearly 
stated on each subject page. 
 
Basic college equipment ï Pen, pencil, ruler, Student 
Planner 
 
 
 
 

http://www.apprenticeship.org.uk/
http://www.connexions.gov.uk/
http://www.connexions-direct.com/
http://www.dcfes.gov.uk/14-19
http://www.edexcel.org.uk/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.qca.org.uk/14-19
http://www.ucas.com/
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Know Yourself 
 
It is important to know what types of activity most interest and 
motivate you. Spend some time thinking about what you enjoy, what 
keeps you interested in something and what helps you work hard. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activity 
 

Look at the list below of things that may or may 
not motivate and interest you.  Read the list 
carefully and then tick the 12 which you think you 
enjoy or would enjoy doing the most. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ã   Building things 
Ã   Being on television 
Ã   Organising your finances  
Ã   Looking after people 
Ã   Doing calculations 
Ã   Arranging things on the phone 
Ã   Running a business 
Ã   Sorting out arguments 
Ã   Playing in a band 
Ã   Doing experiments 
Ã   Solving problems 
Ã   Buying and selling things 
Ã   Making plans 
Ã   Doing voluntary work 
Ã   Making and fixing things 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ã   Helping people 
Ã   Using tools and machines 
Ã   Finding out how things work 
Ã   Entering competitions 
Ã   Showing people what to do 
Ã   Writing a book 
Ã   Organising parties and other social events 
Ã   Putting CDs/DVDs in the right order 
Ã   Doing a makeover 
Ã   Researching and testing ideas 
Ã   Campaigning for change 
Ã   Being active and working outdoors 
Ã   Designing a new computer game 
Ã   Designing and displaying things 
Ã   Using a computer 
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How many ticks did you get in each group box?  
Write your scores in the boxes opposite. 
 
 
 

Activity 
 

Now transfer your 12 responses from the previous 
page to this one.  Tick the same twelve statements 
as before.  This time they are in groups to help you 
identify which type of interests you have. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GROUP A 
 

Ã Building things 
Ã Solving problems 
Ã Making and fixing things 
Ã Using tools and machines 
Ã Being active and working 

outdoors 
 

GROUP B 
 

Ã Being on television 
Ã Playing in a band 
Ã Writing a book 
Ã Doing a makeover 
Ã Designing and displaying 

things 

GROUP C 
 

Ã Looking after people 
Ã Sorting out arguments 
Ã Doing voluntary work 

Ã Helping people 

Ã Showing people what to do 

GROUP D 
 

Ã Doing calculations 

Ã Doing experiments 

Ã Finding out how things work 

Ã Researching and testing 
ideas 

Ã Designing a new computer 
game 

GROUP E 
 

Ã Running a business 

Ã Buying and selling things 

Ã Entering competitions 

Ã Organising parties and other 
social events 

Ã Campaigning for change 

GROUP F 
 

Ã Organising your finances  
Ã Arranging things on the 

phone 

Ã Making plans 

Ã Putting CDs/DVDs in the 
right order 

Ã Using a computer 

Mostly As 
 
You like doing something 
practical.  Look for option where 
you can use your practical skills, 
do something active and work on 
different types of projects. 

Mostly Bs 
 
You enjoy being creative.  Look 
for options where you can 
express yourself and work on 
new ideas 

Mostly Cs 
 
You are a sociable person.  Look 
for options where you can work 
with other people and find out 
more about how society works. 

Mostly Fs 
 
You like to be well organised.  
Look for options where you can 
use your planning, 
communication and computer 
skills to find out more about the 
systems and structures that keep 
the world working properly. 

Mostly Ds 
 
You enjoy investigating things.  
Look for options where you can 
use your number and thinking 
skills to find out more about why 
things are the way they are. 

Mostly Es 
 
You are an enterprising person.  
Look for options where you can 
use your energy, communication, 
number and thinking skills to test 
your ideas about how to improve 
the world. 

Which interest did you score the highest on?  It may be that one 
stands out most or possibly two or three.  Try to identify the top two 
and record them in the boxes below.  This is the first step towards 
making choices that you are likely to be successful with. 
 

My main interest types are 
 

                   Type           and Type 
 
 
 

Type A  Type B  

Type C  

Type E  Type F  

Type D  
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COMPULSORY CORE 
SUBJECTS 

 
All students must study English, 

Mathematics and Science.   
 

All E Band Students will also have to 
study French and a Humanities subject. 

 

You will also study PE, Religious Studies 
and PSHEe which are non-examination 
subjects and experience Work Related 

Learning. 
 

Read these pages carefully so you understand what 
studying these subjects involves.   
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE  
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE:  
 

Language 
Unit 1 ï Understanding and Producing Non-fiction Texts 

Unit 2 ï Speaking and Listening 
Candidates must be assessed on three equally weighted activities: 
Å presenting; 

Å discussing and listening; 

Å role playing. 

Unit 3 ï Understanding Spoken and Written Texts and Writing 
Creatively 
Controlled Assessment 

 
Literature 
Unit 1 ï Exploring Modern Texts 

Unit 2 ï Poetry Across Time 
Unit 3 ï The Significance of Shakespeare and the English Literary 
Heritage 
Controlled Assessment task  
Unit 4 ï Approaching Shakespeare and the English Literary 
Heritage 
Unit 5 ï Exploring Poetry 
Controlled Assessment  
 
 

HOMEWORK: One homework set per week.  Combined English 
Literature and Language - 45minutes-1hour. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
GCSE English Language: 

¶ 40% External exam 

¶ 20% Speaking and Listening 

¶ 40% Controlled Assessment 

GCSE English Literature: 

¶ 75% External exam 

¶ 25% Controlled Assessment 

Students may be entered for one of two tiers: 
            Higher - Grades A*-D 
            Foundation - Grades B-G 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students are required to work independently, in 
pairs and in groups.  Students must be able to meet deadlines and 
full attendance is very important. 
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by College 
English exercise book          
 
It will be useful to have a personal dictionary and thesaurus for 
completion of homework, coursework and class work. 
 
CAREERS:  
You need a qualification in English in all careers.  It is essential. 
 
Public Relations         Teaching         Secretarial        Journalism    
Business        Law          Media        Film        Television 
Publishing Editor       Solicitor     Technical Author         Librarian 
Information Scientist        Market Researcher 
 
 
 
 

ENGLISH                                                               Area Leader: Miss D Mainwaring 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
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MATHEMATICS                                                                      Area Leader: Mrs S Ali 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

MATHEMATICS 
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE: All students in Years 10 and 11 take 
Mathematics and build on KS3 knowledge.   
The key areas of study are: 
 

 ̧ Applied Mathematics 
 ̧ Number and Algebra 
 ̧ Geometry and Measures 
 ̧ Data Handling 

 

 

Year 10 - All students are entered for the Linear Course which is 
assessed through100% examination. 
 

The entry tiers are as follows: 
      Higher           A* - D    Sets 1 and 2     
      Foundation   C - G     Sets 4 and 5 
 

Year 11 - Students who have met their target grades in Year 10 will 

follow AQA GCSE Statistics.  

 
Students who have not met their targets will re-sit the Linear exam to 
ensure target grades are met.  External exams based on the Edexcel 
specification will be held in November, March and June. 
 
 
 

HOMEWORK: One homework set per week - 45minutes-1hour. 
This is set on the ómymathsô website using a username and 
password.  There are also occasions when examination papers 
will also be set through the Bristnall Hall College website. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Examination - 100% 
Continual assessment will take place and set changes will occur 
at the end of the Autumn and Summer terms in Year 9.   
Students may be entered for one of two tiers: 
            Higher - Grades A*-D 
            Foundation - Grades C-G  
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students must be able to meet deadlines for 
homework and full attendance is very important.  Students will 
be expected to stay on task throughout the course.  
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by College 
Mathematics exercise book            
Mathematics text book 
 
It will be useful to have a scientific calculator, basic geometry set 
and access to a computer and the internet at home. 
 
CAREERS:  
You need a qualification in Maths in all careers.  It is essential. 
 
Teaching      Nursing      Banking        Engineering      Science    
Psychology           Computing              Geography           Ecology    
Weather and Climate Analysis        Economics         Law 
Business Studies        Secretarial        Accountancy       Finance     
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GCSE SCIENCE                                                                  Area Leader: Mr A Liddle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

SCIENCE 
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course  
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE:  
During the Science GCSE course students build on KS3 knowledge 
and understanding with the final award will be two Science GCSE 
grades.  
 
Students start studying GCSE Science in February of Year 9 and 
complete their first GCSE Examinations in January and June of  
Year 10.  Final Examinations will be in Year 11.   
 
Students will study two modules of work in each of the specialist 
Science subjects ï Biology, Chemistry and Physics ï and will need to 
complete a minimum of two Coursework Tasks which are set by the 
Examination Board. 
 
GCSE Science which will give students access to any AS Level 
Science course on successfully achieving a grade C.   
 
Triple Science will be available to some students as an after college 
extra-curricular lesson. 

HOMEWORK: One homework set per week - 45minutes-1hour. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Examination - 75% - In Year 10, students take four 1 hour, short 
answer exams - Two are taken in January and two in June.   
 
In Year 11, students take a further two exams.  These exams will 
be taken in January and June. 
 

Coursework - 25% - Students produce two assessed practicals 
in each of Years 10 and 11; the best one in each year will count 
towards the final examination mark. 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students will be issued wi, which they need to 
bring to all Science lessons together with their exercise books.  
Students will be expected to stay on task at all times and 
complete homework to the required deadlines. 
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by College 
Science exercise book          
Science text book  
 
CAREERS:  Nursing     Doctor     Veterinary Surgeon    Medicine 
Teaching          Dentistry          Physiotherapy           Pharmacy     
Environmental Scientist           Marine Ecology        Conservation 
Beauty therapist         Research Scientist        Forensic Scientist 
Biochemist           Healthcare Assistant        Dietician       Botanist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Businaess       Law       
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GCSE FRENCH                                                          Area Leader: Mrs H Marston 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

FRENCH 
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE:   
 
GCSE French encourages students to develop the ability to 
communicate effectively in French and to develop knowledge 
and understanding of countries and communities where French 
is spoken.  GCSE French provides a suitable foundation for 
further study and/or practical use of French. 
 
The course covers the four topic areas of:   
¶ Lifestyle 

¶ Leisure 

¶ Home and Environment 

¶ Work and Education 

HOMEWORK: Two homeworks per week ï 30 minutes each. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS:  
Controlled Assessments in Speaking and Writing will take place 
over the two year.  Students will be examined in Listening and 
Reading at the end of the course.   
 
Students may be entered for foundation or higher tier in listening 
and reading. 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students are required to work independently, in 
pairs and in groups.  Students must be able to meet deadlines and 
full attendance is very important.  Students will be expected to 
stay on task at all times. 
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by College 
French exercise and vocabulary book                
 
It will be useful to have a personal French dictionary for 
completion of homework, coursework and class work. 
 
CAREERS:  
Translation         Interpreting       Teaching         Public Relations    
Leisure and Tourism Industry     Export and Import      Hotel work 
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GCSE GEOGRAPHY                                                        Subject Leader: Mrs N Rich 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

HOMEWORK: One homework per week - 45 minutes - 1 hour.  
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
 
Unit 1 - external examination - 1 hour - 25% taken January 2011 
Unit 2 - external examination - 1 hour - 25% taken June 2011 
Unit 3 - external examination - 1 hour - 25% taken June 2012 
Unit 4 - Coursework - 25% - Task 1 completed in Year 11 worth 
15% and Task 2 completed in Year 10 worth 10%. 
 
Students will have one opportunity to resit units 1 and 2 if they 
do not gain their target grade. 

Students may be entered for one of two tiers: 
                   Higher - Grades A*-D 
                   Foundation - Grades C-G 

EXPECTATIONS: Students must be able to meet deadlines and 
full attendance is very important.  Students will be expected to 
stay on task at all times. 
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by College 
Geography exercise book and A4 folder          
 
CAREERS: Civil Service      Estate Management      Tourism 
Environmental Agencies     Environmental Science         
Teaching            Conservation       Town Planning       Surveying        
Marketing Transport Planning   Environmental Risk Assessment 
 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  D and E 
 
 
 
 
 
  

GEOGRAPHY 
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course 
 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 
 

CONTENT OF COURSE: This is a modular course, consisting of four units 
and is designed to encourage dynamic teaching of contemporary issues 
and give a clear overall view of the world in the first part of the 21st 
century. 

Unit 1: Managing places in the 21st century (The Urban Environment) -The 
impacts of environmental hazards on urban areas; the effects of natural 
disasters on urban areas; inequalities in urban areas; eco-towns and planning 
new towns.   
Unit 2: Hostile World (Living with Natural Hazards). - The effects of 
earthquakes and volcanoes; causes and effects of tropical storms and wildfires. 
Unit 3: Investigating the Shrinking World (Investigating Global Tourism) - 
How and why the tourism industry has grown; what opportunities does tourism 
provide; how does tourism help countries become more developed; challenges 
and conflicts created by tourism and how can tourism be sustainable. 
Unit 4: Local Investigation including fieldwork and Geographical Issue 
Investigation.  Controlled assessment unit (the new name for coursework). 

Controlled Assessment - This course includes two pieces of coursework. 
Task one: Local investigation including fieldwork (15% of the final grade).  This 
task will be set by AQA and will be based on the knowledge studied in units 1 
and 3. There will be four hours of class time to write up the work which will be 
under direct supervision.  There will also be some class time available for the 
collection of data and data presentation.  The word limit for this piece of work is 
1200 words. 
Task two: Geographical Issues Investigation (10% of the final grade).  This 
piece of work has a word limit of 800 words and there will be 2 hours of write up 
time in class under direct supervision.  There will also be research time 
available during class time.  The task will be set by AQA and will be about either 
ôEnergy in the 21st centuryô or óWater ï a precious resourceô. 

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) 

                           Yes          Maybe         No              
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GCSE HISTORY                                                      Subject Leader: Miss R Dhinsa 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

HISTORY 
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE: Students will study Modern World History 
through a variety of topics. 
 
Unit 1 ï Students study Aspects of International Relations 1919-
2005 

¶ Inter War Years 1919-1939 
 
Plus a Depth Study, where students study one of the following: 

¶ USA 1945-1975 ï Land of Freedom  
 
Assessment ï Examination - 45% 
 
Unit 2 ï Depth Study ï students study the following: 

¶ British Depth Study ï How was British Society Changed 
1890-1918?        

 
Assessment ï Examination - 30% 
 
Unit 3 ï Historical Enquiry ï students study one of the following: 

¶ The Role of the Individual 

¶ A Thematic Study in Twentieth Century History 

¶ A Modern World Study 

¶ A Study In-Depth 
 
Assessment - Controlled Assessment  - 25% 

HOMEWORK: One homework per week - 45 minutes-1 hour 
 

        
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Examinations - 75%  
Controlled Assessments - 25%  
 
Students are entered for a single tier achieving Grades A*-G 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students must be able to meet deadlines and 
full attendance is very important.  Students will be expected to 
stay on task at all times. 
 
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by College 
History exercise book                
 
It will be useful to have a computer and Internet access at home 
for completion of homework, coursework and class work. 
 
 
CAREERS: Civil Service       Estate Management             Police 
Environmental Health       Environmental Science       Teaching        
Banking               Insurance           Museum         Archivist    
Business Management         Conservator           Administration 
Lawyer 
 
 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  C, D and F 
 
 
 
 
  

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) 

                           Yes          Maybe         No              
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION                                Assistant Area Leader: Mrs P Barrie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

Physical Education 
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: No examination 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: N/A 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE: All students in Year 10 and 11 take part 
in PE lessons and build on the knowledge, skills and experiences 
gained in years 7-9.  Year 11 PE offers students the opportunity to 
use off site facilities and students choose at this stage which 
activities they wish to pursue. 
       
As in KS3 the emphasis is on developing self-worth, confidence 
and interdependence in group situations.  Whilst skills are 
important to all activities, individual abilities are recognised for 
what they are and therefore, participation and involvement in 
lessons are seen as important as the degree of success achieved. 
 
The curriculum for boys and girls differs in some areas, but in KS4 
all activities aim for greater depth and detail. 
 
Activities offered include - Aerobics, Athletics, Badminton, 
Basketball, Circuit Training, Cricket, Fitness, Handball, Netball, 
Rounders, Rugby, Trampolining, Soccer, Sports Training, Tennis 
and Volleyball. 
 

HOMEWORK: Not applicable 
 
 

 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
No examination 
Students are internally assessed using the Bristnall Hall 
Technology College Assessment Policy.  
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students are required to work independently, 
in pairs, in groups and as part of a team.  Students must be able 
to meet deadlines and full attendance is very important.  
Students will be expected to stay on task at all times. 
 
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: PE kit 
 
 
NEXT STEPS: Continue to participate in a healthy lifestyle using 
community links.  Further participation by attending local clubs. 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES                                                 Subject Leader: Mrs N Rich 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: No examination  
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: N/A 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE: Students are given the opportunity to 
study material that is both interesting and relevant to modern-day 
society. At the same time it seeks to encourage skills that are not 
only important for personal development but have increasing 
career value in a wide number of areas, being particularly 
desirable for many of the caring/social professions and jobs. 
 
Topics studied: 

¶ Faith Perspectives on Personal, Social and World Issues 
and other World Religions.   

 
Students develop their skills and ability to make value-judgements, 
to understand the problems of human nature and be aware of the 
role of religion in society and how belief/non-belief affects moral 
and personal decisions. 
 
Students use a variety of methods including discussion, debate, 
visual material and personal research.  Different religious and  
non-religious responses can be explored. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOMEWORK: One homework set per week ï 30-45minutes. 
 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
No examination. 
Students are internally assessed using the Bristnall Hall 
Technology College Assessment Policy.  
 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students are required to work independently, 
in pairs and in groups.  Students will have the opportunity to take 
part in discussion and respect other peopleôs opinions.  They will 
be expected to stay on task at all times and full attendance is 
very important.   
 
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by College 
Religious Studies exercise book       
 
 
NEXT STEPS: Continue to behave responsibly towards 
themselves and others, show an awareness and understanding 
of current affairs and understand what makes society change. 
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PSHEe, ENTERPRISE, FINANCIAL CAPABILITY and WORK RELATED LEARNING       Co-ordinator: Mrs B Venross 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

PSHEe - Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education 
 

The Government's aim is for every child, whatever their background or their circumstances, to have 
the support they need to be healthy, stay safe, enjoy and achieve, make a positive contribution and 
achieve economic well-being.  PSHEe lessons will include drugs education and preparation for post-
16.  There is also a Sex education programme delivered in conjunction with the school nurse team for 
Years 8 and 10. 

 

ENTERPRISE 
 

At Bristnall Hall Technology College we believe that Enterprise education is important for our students 
and prepares them for employment.  The following elements are delivered throughout the whole 
curriculum in different activities and subjects.  In addition, we organise discreet activities during half-
termly enrichment days which tie in all three strands. 
Enterprise Capability develops innovation, creativity, risk-taking and a can-do attitude.   
Financial capability teaches students about money, credit, investment, costs, personal finance and 
insurance.  This is covered in Maths, BTEC Business and PSHEe. 
Economic and business understanding teaches students about competition, price, efficiency, 
economic growth, organisation of business and the world of work. This is covered in Humanities, 
BTEC Business and PSHEe.   
 

FINANCIAL CAPABILITY 
During Year 11 students will complete a Financial Capability course designed to develop knowledge 
and understanding of the financial implications of career choices to help them make informed 
decisions.  They will learn about the deductions which are made from earnings and how to manage 
their money, considering different types of debt and ways to avoid unnecessary debt. Students will 
consider ways to make regular payments and investigate how payments for good and services are 
recorded to enable them to keep track of their personal finances.   
 
Students will explore different currencies and consider reasons why exchange rates differ; they will 
consider how to pay for goods and services and ensure financial safety abroad applying their skills to 
planning the costs for a trip abroad.   
Students will look at changing patterns of local, national, European and global employment and how 
this impacts on learning and working opportunities.  Students will explore the organisation of economic 
and business environments and become familiar with using simple business and economic 
terminology.  Successful completion of all coursework will allow students to gain a nationally 
recognised qualification. 

 
 

WORK RELATED LEARNING 
 

A variety of learning experiences and activities 
seek to help the student understand the world 
of work in general and their place in it as an 
individual.  An important element of the course 
is to help students make an appropriate choice 
of career and so decision making skills and 
research skills are emphasised. 
 
All students are entitled to at least one careers 
interview with a personal adviser and 
parents/carers are welcome to attend if they 
wish to do so.  Students are made aware of all 
of the opportunities available to them when they 
leave college.  An integral part of the WRL 
programme is Work Experience and virtually all 
students are given the opportunity of being 
involved for a period of one week during Year 
10.  This activity aids the personal development 
of the student and forms a useful bridge 
between college and the world of work. 
 
As part of the studentôs preparation for applying 
for jobs and courses, a 7 week Careerôs module 
is completed at the end of Year 10 to enable 
students to learn how to complete application 
forms and letters, Curriculum Vitae and 
Interview techniques.  This module incorporates 
sessions with the personal adviser and visitors 
from the business world.  Throughout the 
course it is emphasised that the students must 
take responsibility for their future and it is the 
intention of all staff involved that the necessary 
skills are taught in order to achieve this. 
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OPTION CHOICE 
SUBJECTS 

 
Students can choose from 

these option subjects 

 
Use your óKnow Yourselfô type to help  

select subjects that appeal to you.   
 

Use the checklist on page 43 to work out your 
best option choices. 

 
Read these pages carefully so you understand what 

studying these subjects involves.   
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GCSE ART AND DESIGN                                          Subject Leader: Miss E Flint 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

ART AND DESIGN 
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE: Students study a wide and varied 
course.  Many aspects of painting, drawing, print-making, and 
three dimensional studies and critical and historical studies may 
be covered.   
 
The course requires students to demonstrate an ability to 
individually investigate their own ideas, experiment with media 
and materials and produce high quality artefacts that link closely 
to a given theme.  Students must also demonstrate their 
understanding of their own and othersô work through preparatory 
studies, preliminary sketches and notes. 
 
When you study Art and Design you will develop your creative 
and technical skills to be an artist or designer.  You will build on 
your imaginative powers and you will spend time making and 
designing, using different materials in creative ways.  The course 
will develop your skills and make you see and experience the 
world around you with a universal visual language. 
 
Students opting for this course should have demonstrated an 
enthusiasm and commitment to the subject.  It will also give a 
real creative balance to other GCSE examinations, core or 
optional.  Extra curricula r homework sessions are an integral 
part of the c ourse in Year 11 and must be attended.  
 

HOMEWORK: One homework set per week - 1 hour.  
Students are required to keep a sketchbook and to undertake 
independent research.   
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Coursework - 60% - 1 unit of work using a variety of media and 
techniques to show experimentation, development and 
modifications.  The unit will contain a Critical Studies component 
requiring the student to research one or more artists. 
 
Examination - 40%  - 1 unit of work giving students the choice of 

title/subject from the final examination paper.  Students have 
a set preparatory period, culminating in a ten hour timed test 
in examination conditions. 

 
EXPECTATIONS: Students are required to work independently, in 
pairs and in groups.  Students must be creative and are expected 
to complete independent research throughout the course.  You 
must be able to meet deadlines and full attendance is vital.  
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Sharpener, eraser, A1 Poly-holdall. 
Art Sketch book     -    Provided by College 

 
CAREERS: Designing     Advertising        Media        Fashion        
Fine Artist     Illustrator           Teaching         Interior Design        
Curator    Community Arts Worker    Craft Worker      Restoration 
Jeweller     Animator      Graphic Designer     Marketing      Fine Art 
 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  A and B 
 

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) 

                           Yes          Maybe         No              
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GCSE CATERING                                                 Subject Teacher: Miss L Thornhill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

CATERING 
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: WELSH JOINT EXAMINATION BOARD 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE: Students complete 4 compulsory areas 
of study which must be interrelated whenever possible. 
1 - The Catering Industry ï Types of Outlets, Vocational 
Opportunities, Safety at Work, Health and Hygiene, Food 
Poisoning, Working Practices. 
2 - Food Production - Catering Terminology, Food Preparation, 
Food Presentation, Food and Beverage Service. 
3 - Nutrition and Meal Planning - Nutrition, Menu Planning, 
Commodities, Costing, Communication and Record Keeping, 
Environmental Packaging. 
4 - Technological Developments - Kitchen Design, Equipment, 
Food Processing, Packaging, Labelling, Computer Application. 
 
All students will be required to complete the Foundation Certificate 
in Food Hygiene.  Students will contribute towards the cost of 
practical sessions.  Prices will vary depending on the dishes 
prepared. 
 
It is suggested that students can support their coursework by 
taking part in the National Future Chef Competition, which runs on 
Thursday evenings for 10 weeks during the Summer and Autumn 
terms.   

Students may also apply to take part in the Junior Chefs Academy 
held on Saturday mornings at University College Birmingham 
where they will work with professional chefs in professional 
kitchens. 

 
 
 
 

HOMEWORK: May take the form of theoretical work for the 
subject based on activities related to the course.  Students will be 
required to undertake individual research and extension tasks to 
support work undertaken in lessons. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Single tier entry Grades A*-G 
 
Unit 1 ï Catering skills related to food preparation and service. 
60% - 2 practical tasks ï Task 1 - 20%, Task 2 - 40% 
Unit 2 ï Catering, food and the customer. 
40% - Examination ï 1 written paper 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students considering this option must have a 
genuine interest in the subject and also be prepared to  

¶ undertake a wide variety of practical work 

¶ work as part of a team 

¶ ensure that all portfolio work is kept up to date 

¶ complete the Food Hygiene course 
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED:  
Essential - Chefsô Whites - purchased from the College. 
Optional - Computer and Internet access. 
 
CAREERS:            Food Technologist           Food Retail 
Caterer             Catering Assistant            Chef           Junior Chef  
Teaching                  Waiter/Waitress            Junior Bar Manager  
 

LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  A and B 

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) 

                           Yes          Maybe         No              
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GCSE CHILD DEVELOPMENT                            Subject Leader: Mrs N Creaven  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: OXFORD CAMBRIDGE and RSA 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE: Students work in the following areas: 

¶ Family and Parenting 

¶ Preparation for Pregnancy and Birth 

¶ Physical Development 

¶ Nutrition and Health 

¶ Intellectual, Social and Emotional Development 

¶ Community Support 
 
The subject is 90% written work and theory, using ICT to support 
their own work, with only a small amount of practical work. 
 
In Year 10 students complete three short, focused coursework 
tasks based on aspects of the syllabus. 
 
Term 1 ï Students produce an information pack for a newly 
expectant mother, suggesting how she could look after herself 
during pregnancy. 
Term 2 ï Students design and make a book, toy or game for a 4 
year old child which will assist his/her intellectual development. 
Term 3 ï Students investigate the importance of child safety 
equipment, assessing risks and how to minimise them.  This can 
take the form of a leaflet, questionnaire or a poster. 
 
During Year 11, students complete the major coursework task. 
They complete a study on a child under the age of 5.  The task is 
started in October and handed in by February of Year 11. 
 

HOMEWORK: Students will have a homework booklet each term 
and are expected to complete at least 1 question per week. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Examination - 40%  
Coursework - 60%  
 
Students are entered for a single tier achieving Grades A*-G 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students undertaking this course should have a 
genuine interest in young children and be prepared to undertake a 
wide variety of work.  They must ensure that the coursework 
portfolio is of good quality and is kept up to date.  Students must 
be prepared to attend extra curricular sessions to extend the 
quality of coursework that is completed. 
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED:  
Child Development folder    -     Provided by College 
Essential:    Pens, pencils crayons. 
Optional:     Computer and Internet access. 
 
CAREERS:  
 
Primary Health Care        Nanny       Health Worker      Childcare 
Nursery Nurse          Childrenôs Nurse       Primary School Teacher 
 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  A and C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Business       Law       

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) 

                           Yes          Maybe         No              
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GCSE DRAMA                                                     Subject Teacher: Mr R Compton  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

DRAMA 
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE: The course is designed to give 
students the opportunity to gather knowledge and understanding 
of: 

¶ the genre 

¶ style and conventions 

¶ the historical, social and cultural influences that 
inform the way Drama is devised and structured.  

 
The course is distinctive in that it emphasises and assesses the 
drama process, as well as the final product. Students will have 
the opportunity to take on the perspective of director, designer 
and performer. 
 
By understanding the process involved in Drama, students will 
improve their own performance skills, develop their imagination 
and improve their ability to create drama. 
 
The course allows students to progress either directly into 
employment, or for then to study an advanced level qualification. 
 
Students who opt for this subject are expected to participate in 
drama sessions as this is a practically based course.  The 
course is designed for enthusiastic, energetic students and it 
requires self-discipline and a great deal of motivation. 
 
 
 
 

HOMEWORK: One homework per week - 45minutes-1hour. 
 

 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Coursework - 60%  
Examination - 40%  
 
Students are entered for a single tier achieving Grades A*-G 
 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students are required to be confident, 
expressive and committed.  Students must be able to meet 
deadlines and targets.  Full attendance is very important.  
Students must be able to work in groups, pairs and individually. 
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by College 
Drama A4 folder        
 
CAREERS: 
Actor                 Director                   Radio          Television  
Lighting Technician         Costume Designer            Set Designer   
Stage Management               Customer Service          Therapy 
Hospitality and Catering               Teaching      Arts Administrator  
Social Work              Youth Work     Drama Therapist 
 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  A and B 
    

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) 

                           Yes          Maybe         No              
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GCSE GEOGRAPHY                                                        Subject Leader: Mrs N Rich 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course 
 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 
 

CONTENT OF COURSE: This is a modular course, consisting of four units 
and is designed to encourage dynamic teaching of contemporary issues 
and give a clear overall view of the world in the first part of the 21st 
century. 

Unit 1: Managing places in the 21st century (The Urban Environment) -The 
impacts of environmental hazards on urban areas; the effects of natural 
disasters on urban areas; inequalities in urban areas; eco-towns and planning 
new towns.   
Unit 2: Hostile World (Living with Natural Hazards). - The effects of 
earthquakes and volcanoes; causes and effects of tropical storms and wildfires. 
Unit 3: Investigating the Shrinking World (Investigating Global Tourism) - 
How and why the tourism industry has grown; what opportunities does tourism 
provide; how does tourism help countries become more developed; challenges 
and conflicts created by tourism and how can tourism be sustainable. 
Unit 4: Local Investigation including fieldwork and Geographical Issue 
Investigation.  Controlled assessment unit (the new name for coursework). 

Controlled Assessment - This course includes two pieces of coursework. 
Task one: Local investigation including fieldwork (15% of the final grade).  This 
task will be set by AQA and will be based on the knowledge studied in units 1 
and 3. There will be four hours of class time to write up the work which will be 
under direct supervision.  There will also be some class time available for the 
collection of data and data presentation.  The word limit for this piece of work is 
1200 words. 
Task two: Geographical Issues Investigation (10% of the final grade).  This 
piece of work has a word limit of 800 words and there will be 2 hours of write up 
time in class under direct supervision.  There will also be research time 
available during class time.  The task will be set by AQA and will be about either 
ôEnergy in the 21st centuryô or óWater ï a precious resourceô. 

HOMEWORK: One homework per week - 45 minutes - 1 hour.  
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
 
Unit 1 - external examination - 1 hour - 25% taken January 2011 
Unit 2 - external examination - 1 hour - 25% taken June 2011 
Unit 3 - external examination - 1 hour - 25% taken June 2012 
Unit 4 - Coursework - 25% - Task 1 completed in Year 11 worth 
15% and Task 2 completed in Year 10 worth 10%. 
 
Students will have one opportunity to resit units 1 and 2 if they 
do not gain their target grade. 

Students may be entered for one of two tiers: 
                   Higher - Grades A*-D 
                   Foundation - Grades C-G 

EXPECTATIONS: Students must be able to meet deadlines and 
full attendance is very important.  Students will be expected to 
stay on task at all times. 
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by College 
Geography exercise book and A4 folder          
 
CAREERS: Civil Service      Estate Management      Tourism 
Environmental Agencies     Environmental Science         
Teaching            Conservation       Town Planning       Surveying        
Marketing Transport Planning   Environmental Risk Assessment 
 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  D and E 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) 

                           Yes          Maybe         No              
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GCSE GRAPHICS                                                  Subject Leader: Mrs N Barnsley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

GRAPHICS 
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE: The course is constructed around two 
strands, one internally assessed (60%) and one externally assessed 
(40%).  In Year 10 students work on completing Coursework, 
moving on to examination preparation in Year 11. 
 
Coursework Details 
Section 1 ï investigating the users of products, creating a design 
brief, evaluating existing products, creating a questionnaire and 
writing a specification. 
Section 2 ï creating a range of design ideas which are evaluated 
against the specification, creating scaled models of chosen design 
and evaluating. 
Section 3 - planning and making of prototype to suit design brief. 
Section 4 - detailed evaluation of all sections and final prototype. 
 
External Assessment (40%) - Strand one examines the 
sustainability element of the course; recycle, reuse, reduce, refuse, 
rethink and repair as well as the studentsô design and 
communication skills.  The course will examine studentsô knowledge 
of designing and making quality products, production planning, 
smart and modern materials, tools/equipment, industrial processes, 
new technologies, environmental and health and safety issues. 
 
Students will be encouraged to use ICT techniques to support their 
work, including computer aided design and manufacture.  Neat and 
clear presentation is very important and practical work should be 
completed to a high degree of accuracy.   
 
 
 
 

HOMEWORK: Homework will support the controlled assessment 
but will be developed in college before submission and may take 
the form of theoretical work or design based activities.   
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Internal Assessment 60% - 40 Hour Controlled Assessment 
related to research skills; drawing skills; modelling and evaluating, 
designing for a need; working with tools and equipment and 
evaluating the product. 
External Assessment 40% - Examination made up of short 
answer questions and questions including sketched answers.  
Examination based on working with tools and materials; selecting 
processes and designing for success. 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students should have a genuine interest in this 
area of study and be prepared to undertake a variety of design 
and practical work.  Coursework portfolios must be of a high 
standard and kept up to date.  Students must be prepared to 
attend extra sessions to improve the quality of the coursework.  
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED:  
Essential:   Pens, pencil crayons. 
Optional:    Computer and Internet access. 
 
CAREERS:  
Product Designer      Architect      Graphic Designer      Teacher         
Interior Designer            Illustrator                       Designer  
 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  A and B 
 
 
  Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) 

                           Yes          Maybe         No              
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GCSE HISTORY                                                      Subject Leader: Miss R Dhinsa 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

 
HISTORY                                                                       Subject Leader: Mr B Spear 
  

HISTORY 
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE: Students will study Modern World History 
through a variety of topics. 
 
Unit 1 ï Students study Aspects of International Relations 1919-
2005 

¶ Inter War Years 1919-1939 
 
Plus a Depth Study, where students study one of the following: 

¶ USA 1945-1975 ï Land of Freedom  
 
Assessment ï Examination - 45% 
 
Unit 2 ï Depth Study ï students study the following: 

¶ British Depth Study ï How was British Society Changed 
1890-1918?        

 
Assessment ï Examination - 30% 
 
Unit 3 ï Historical Enquiry ï students study one of the following: 

¶ The Role of the Individual 

¶ A Thematic Study in Twentieth Century History 

¶ A Modern World Study 

¶ A Study In-Depth 
 
Assessment - Controlled Assessment - 25% 
 

HOMEWORK: One homework per week - 45 minutes-1 hour 
 

        
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Examinations - 75%  
Controlled Assessments - 25%  
 
Students are entered for a single tier achieving Grades A*-G 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students must be able to meet deadlines and 
full attendance is very important.  Students will be expected to 
stay on task at all times. 
 
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by College 
History exercise book                
 
It will be useful to have a computer and Internet access at home 
for completion of homework, coursework and class work. 
 
 
CAREERS: Civil Service       Estate Management             Police 
Environmental Health       Environmental Science       Teaching        
Banking               Insurance           Museum         Archivist    
Business Management         Conservator           Administration 
Lawyer 
 
 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  C, D and F 
 
 
 
 
  

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) 

                           Yes          Maybe         No              
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GCSE MUSIC                                                        Subject Leader: Miss L Parkes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 

MUSIC 
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE: GCSE Music allows students to study 
their own musical interests.  The course is designed to allow the 
study of music through the integration of performing, composing, 
listening and appraising, with the opportunity to use music 
technology in performance and as a compositional tool. 
The course involves:  

¶ Performing 

¶ Listening to all kinds of music  

¶ Creating your own music either on an instrument or using 
a computer 

¶ Giving students the opportunity to play with others e.g. in 
rock groups, bands, orchestras, choirs. 

¶ Giving students the opportunity to learn more about and 
use music technology. 

 

There is no written coursework in Music, it is all practical.  
Students perform two pieces of their own choice.  One piece will 
be a solo in any style or instrument; the other will be an 
ensemble performance in any style or instrument.  You will 
create/compose two pieces of music in a style that you enjoy.  
 
If you are interested in music technology you can use computer 
sequences, multitrack recorders, digital recording and sampling 
in the preparation of compositions. 
 
 
 
 
 

HOMEWORK: One homework set per week - 45minutes-1hour. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
60% coursework - 2 performance and 2 compositions 
15% Creative task - externally assessed composition 
25% Listening exam 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students are required to work independently, in 
pairs and in groups.  Students must have an interest in Music, be 
creative and be committed to practising your chosen instrument 
outside of lesson time.  Students must be able to meet deadlines 
and full attendance is very important.  
 
Students can choose to take part in óWords and Music Eveningô 
and the óSummer Revueô and any organised college trips to 
enhance their understanding of the Areas of Study.  
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by College 
Music A4 folder        
 
It may be useful to have keyboard at home and the Edexcel GCSE 
Music Student Guide for completion of homework, practice and 
class work. 
 
CAREERS:  
Arts Administration       Orchestra Member        Session Musician         
Teaching          Theatre Production           Film           Television  
Music Therapist         DJ       Composer                   
 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  A and B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Businaess       Law       

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) 

                           Yes          Maybe         No              
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES ï Philosophy and Applied Ethics  
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE course 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE: The course provides an opportunity for 

candidates to build upon the foundations of KS3 Religious Studies and 
gives students the opportunity to study a breadth of religion(s) and/or 
beliefs.  The course will study Christianity and/or one or more other 
principal religions. 
 
Students have the opportunity to develop their knowledge, skills and 
understanding of religion through exploration of the significance and 
impact of beliefs, teachings, sources, practices, ways of life and forms 
of expressing meaning.  Students also learn to express their personal 
responses and informed insights on fundamental questions and issues 
about identity, belonging, meaning, purpose, truth, values and 
commitments. 
 
The course is made up of four units: 
Philosophy 1 (Deity, Religious and Spiritual Experience, End of Life) 
Philosophy 2 (Good and Evil, Revelation, Science) 
Ethics 1 (Relationships, Medical Ethics, Poverty and Wealth) 
Ethics 2 (Peace and Justice, Equality, Media) 

 
Skills needed: 
Expression - Communicate clearly and effectively in writing and 
verbally. 
Empathy - Considering the thoughts, feelings, opinions and values of 
others. 
Evaluation - Examining ideas, questions and disputes about religious, 
philosophical and ethical questions. 
Self Awareness - Be able to see the place of belief in oneôs own life. 
Analysis - Recognising the essential features that make up a belief, 
teaching or attitude. 

 

GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES                                      Subject Leader: Mrs N Rich 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

HOMEWORK: One homework set per week - 45-60minutes. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Each individual unit equals 25% of the total GCSE marks and is 
assessed through a 1 hour written paper. 
 
Students are entered for a single tier achieving Grades A*-G. 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students must have the ability to reflect, 
empathise and analyse.  Students must have an interest in 
personal and social development and current world and religious 
issues.  Students are required to work independently, in pairs and 
in groups.  Students will have the opportunity to take part in 
discussion and respect other peopleôs opinions.  They will be 
expected to stay on task at all times and full attendance is very 
important.   
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by College 
Religious Studies exercise book       
 
CAREERS:  
Nursing            Medicine                 Teaching           Health Care       
Police                   Lawyer            Psychology                 Doctor 
Social Worker       Human Resource Manager          Sociologist 
 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  C and E  
 

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) 

                           Yes          Maybe         No              
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GCSE SPANISH                                                        Area Leader: Mrs H Marston  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

SPANISH 
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE: Spanish is available as an option 
subject. It is particularly suitable for those students who have 
found KS3 French easy and understand the concepts of learning 
another language.  The syllabus covers the same topic areas as 
GCSE French and is similar in all other respects, apart from the 
actual language being taught. 
 
GCSE Spanish encourages students to develop the ability to 
communicate effectively in Spanish and to develop knowledge and 
understanding of countries and communities where Spanish is 
spoken.  GCSE Spanish provides a suitable foundation for further 
study and/ or practical use of Spanish. 
 
The course covers the four topic areas of:   

¶ Lifestyle 

¶ Leisure 

¶ Home and Environment 

¶ Work and Education 
 

HOMEWORK: Two homeworks per week - 30 minutes each. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS:  
Controlled Assessments in Speaking and Writing will take place 
over the two year.  Students will be examined in Listening and 
Reading at the end of the course.   
 
Students may be entered for foundation or higher tier in listening 
and reading. 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students are required to work independently, in 
pairs and in groups.  Students must be able to meet deadlines and 
full attendance is very important.  Students will be expected to 
stay on task at all times. 
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by College 
Spanish exercise and vocabulary book                
 
It will be useful to have a personal Spanish dictionary for 
completion of homework and preparation of controlled tasks. 
 
CAREERS: Translation     Interpreting     Teaching     Hotel work  
Leisure and Tourism      Export and Import       Public Relations    
 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  B, C and F   
 

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) 
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GCSE RESISTANT MATERIALS                               Subject Teacher: Miss L Neail  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

RESISTANT MATERIALS 
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE: The course is constructed around two 
strands, one internally assessed (60%) and one externally assessed 
(40%).  In Year 10 students work on completing Coursework, 
moving on to examination preparation in Year 11. 
 
Coursework Details 
Section 1 ï investigating the users of products, creating a design 
brief, evaluating existing products, creating a questionnaire and 
writing a specification. 
Section 2 ï creating a range of design ideas which are evaluated 
against the specification, creating scaled models of chosen design 
and evaluating. 
Section 3 - planning and making of prototype to suit design brief. 
Section 4 - detailed evaluation of all sections and final prototype. 
 
External Assessment (40%) - Strand one examines the 
sustainability element of the course; recycle, reuse, reduce, refuse, 
rethink and repair as well as the studentsô design and 
communication skills.  The course will examine studentsô knowledge 
of designing and making quality products, production planning, 
smart and modern materials, tools/equipment, industrial processes, 
new technologies, environmental and health and safety issues. 
 
Students will be encouraged to use ICT techniques to support their 
work, including computer aided design and manufacture.  Neat and 
clear presentation is very important and practical work should be 
completed to a high degree of accuracy.   
 
 
Students will be encouraged to use ICT techniques to support their 
work, including computer aided design and manufacture.   

HOMEWORK: Homework will support the controlled assessment 
but will be developed in college before submission and may take the 
form of theoretical work or design based activities.   
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Internal Assessment 60% - 40 Hour Controlled Assessment 
related to research skills; drawing skills; modelling and evaluating, 
designing for a need; working with tools and equipment and 
evaluating the product. 
External Assessment 40% - Examination made up of short answer 
questions and questions including sketched answers.  Examination 
based on working with tools and materials; selecting processes and 
designing for success. 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students should have a genuine interest in this 
area of study and be prepared to undertake a variety of design and 
practical work.  Coursework portfolios must be of a high standard 
and kept up to date.  Students must be prepared to attend extra 
sessions to improve the quality of the coursework. 
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED:  
Essential:   Pens, pencil crayons. 
Optional:    Computer and Internet access. 
 
CAREERS:  
Product Designer    Teaching    Carpentry   Building/Construction 
Manufacturing Industry        Engineering               Armed Forces 
 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  A and B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Business       Law       

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) 
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GCSE TEXTILE TECHNOLOGY                            Subject Leader: Mrs N Creaven 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

TEXTILE TECHNOLOGY 
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: GCSE Course 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: OXFORD CAMBRIDGE and RSA 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE: The course is constructed around four 
strands, two internally assessed (60%) and two externally assessed 
(40%). 
 
Internal Assessment (60%) - Strand 1 is a 20 hour controlled 
assessment task based on themes set by the examination board.  
Students will produce a portfolio including photographs. They will 
identify a product, research it and establish a detailed design brief 
and specification to improve the function of the product.  They will 
develop a design through modelling and make a prototype. 
Strand 3 is a controlled assessment unit.  Students will develop and 
demonstrate design skills, working with tools and equipment to 
make quality products and critically evaluate the product. 
 
External Assessment (40%) - Strand 2 examines the sustainability 
element of the course; recycle, reuse, reduce, refuse, rethink and 
repair as well as the studentsô design and communication skills. 
Strand 4 examines the studentsô knowledge of designing and 
making quality products, production planning, smart and modern 
materials, tools and equipment, industrial processes, new 
technologies, environmental impact and health and safety matters. 
 
Students will be encouraged to use ICT techniques to support their 
work, including computer aided design and manufacture.  They will 
work with a variety of materials, applying a variety of techniques to 
create quality products. 
 

HOMEWORK: May be theory work or design based activities 
related to the coursework project.  This is in the form of a 
Homework Booklet based on past examination questions. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Internal Assessment 60% - 40 Hour Controlled Assessment 
related to research skills; drawing skills; modelling and evaluating, 
designing for a need; working with tools and equipment and 
evaluating the product. 
External Assessment 40% - Examination made up of short 
answer questions based on sustainability and based on working 
with tools and materials, selecting processes and designing for 
success. 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students should have a genuine interest in this 
area of study and be prepared to undertake a variety of design 
and practical work.  Coursework portfolios must be of a high 
standard and kept up to date.  Students must be prepared to 
attend extra sessions to improve the quality of the coursework. 
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED:  
Essential:    Pens, pencils crayons 
Optional:     Computer and Internet access, 2/3D design software 
 
CAREERS:  
Fashion design        Fashion Journalism         Interior Design 
Teaching                       Textile Design                 Fashion Retail 
 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  A and B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Business       Law       

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) 
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BTEC BUSINESS                                                    Subject Leader: Mrs B Venross 
- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

BUSINESS  
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: BTEC Level 2 Certificate  
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE: Students study three units of work. 
 
Compulsory Units  
Business Purposes 
Business Organisations 
 
Specialist Unit  
Financial Forecasting for Business 
 
 
This course aims to give candidates an understanding of the 
dynamics of business activity.  It will give students the opportunity to 
enter employment in the Business sector or to progress to 
vocational qualifications such as the Edexcel BTEC Level 3 
Nationals in Business. 
 
The course also gives students the opportunity to develop a range 
of skills and techniques, personal skills and attributes essential for 
successful performance in working life. 
 
 
 

 

HOMEWORK: Two homeworks per week - 45-60 minute.  This 
could be research, planning, coursework or attendance to extra 
sessions. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Students complete 3 Assignments based on each unit Students 
Assignments are graded 
Pass  =  Grade C 
Merit  =  Grade B 
Distinction   =  Grade A 
Distinction*   =  Grade A* 
 
Grades available at the end of the course range from A*-C 
               
EXPECTATIONS: Students will be expected to have a positive 
attitude towards work, be hard working and ready for a challenge. 
Business Studies is fast-paced and requires students with 
motivation to work independently.   
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by College 
Business Studies A4 folder      
It will be useful to have a computer and Internet access at home 
for completion of homework, coursework and class work. 
 

CAREERS: BTEC Business provides a route to employment into the 
many diverse areas of business.   

Business Administration             Finance                     Accountancy      
Self Employed          Personal Assistant          Human Resources 
 

LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  E and F 

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) 

                           Yes          Maybe         No              
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BTEC CHILD DEVELOPMENT                              Subject Leader: Mrs N Creaven 
- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

BUSINESS  
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: BTEC Level 2 Certificate  
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE: Students study three units of work. 
 
Compulsory Units  
Understanding Childrenôs Development 
Keeping Children Safe 
Communication with Children and adults 
 
Specialist Units 
Preparing and maintaining Environments for Child Care 
Professional Development, Roles and Responsibilities in Child Care 
Supporting Childrenôs Paly and Learning 
The development and Care of Babies and Children Under Three 
Years 
Providing support for Children with Disabilities or Special 
Educational Needs 
 
 
This course aims to give candidates an understanding of the Child 
Care and the Environments which support care.  It will give students 
the opportunity to enter employment in the Child Care sector or to 
progress to further vocational qualifications. 
 
The course also gives students the opportunity to develop a range 
of skills and techniques, personal skills and attributes essential for 
successful performance in working life. 
 
 
 

 

HOMEWORK: Students will have a homework booklet each term 
and are expected to complete at least 1 question per week. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Students complete 3 Assignments based on each unit Students 
Assignments are graded 
Pass  =  Grade C 
Merit  =  Grade B 
Distinction   =  Grade A 
Distinction*   =  Grade A*A 
Students are entered for a single tier achieving Grades A*-G 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students undertaking this course should have a 
genuine interest in young children and be prepared to undertake a 
wide variety of work.  They must ensure that the coursework 
portfolio is of good quality and is kept up to date.  Students must 
be prepared to attend extra-curricular sessions to extend the 
quality of coursework that is completed. 
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED:  
Child Development folder    -     Provided by College 
Essential:    Pens, pencils crayons. 
Optional:     Computer and Internet access. 
 
CAREERS:  
 
Primary Health Care        Nanny       Health Worker      Childcare 
Nursery Nurse          Childrenôs Nurse       Primary School Teacher 
 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  A and C 
 
Grades available at the end of the course range from A*-C 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students will be expected to have a positive 
attitude towards work, be hard working and ready for a challenge. 
Child Development is fast-paced and requires students with 
motivation to work independently.   

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) 

                           Yes          Maybe         No              
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BTEC CREATIVE MEDIA PRODUCTION           Area Leader: Miss D Mainwaring 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

CREATIVE MEDIA PRODUCTION  
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: BTEC Extended Certificate 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE: Students study three units of work. 
 

Compulsory Units  
Research for Media Production - This unit will enable students to 
develop an understanding of the basic research methods and 
techniques used within the creative media sector by undertaking 
research on an existing media product as well as undertaking 
research for one of their own media production projects.  
Students will also develop skills in collecting, collating and 
storing the material gathered, and then have the opportunity to 
present the results of their research. 
 
Specialist Units Two units from the list below 
Advertising Production  
Writing for the Creative Media 
Factual Production for the Creative Media        
 
The compulsory unit provides learners with the opportunity to: 
Å develop research skills which underlie all media production 
Å gain a basic understanding of employment opportunities, job 
requirements, and working practices in the media industry 
Å develop an understanding of how media products are 
constructed for specific audiences or markets. 
 
The optional technical and production units enable learners to 
start building the skills and knowledge relevant to sectors of the 
media industry. 
 
 
 

HOMEWORK: One homework set per week - 45minutes-1hour. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Pass  =  Grade CC 
Merit  =  Grade BB 
Distinction   =  Grade AA 
Distinction*  =  Grade A*A* 
Grades available at the end of the course range from AA*-CC 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students are required to work independently, in 

pairs and in groups.  Students must meet deadlines and full 

attendance is very important. Independent work is very important 

in BTEC; students must be fully dedicated to ógoing the extra mileô.  

Much of the course is built around team activities and students are 

required to organise their time so that these can work effectively. 

 

EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by College 
Creative Media A4 folder             
 

It will be useful to have a personal dictionary and thesaurus for 
completion of homework, coursework and class work. A computer 
and Internet access at home for completion of homework and 
class work would also be useful. 
 
CAREERS: Film Journalism      Film Production      Teaching        
Journalism        Media Production       Film      Theatre Production      
Television    Marketing   Advertising    Video and Radio Production  
 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  B and D 
 
 
 
 
 
 Businaess       Law       

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) 
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BTEC DANCE                                                        Subject Teacher: Miss N Nance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

DANCE  
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: BTEC Extended Certificate 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE: Students study three units of work. 
 
Compulsory Unit  
Performing Dance 
 
Specialist Units - Two Units from the choices below 
Contemporary Dance 
Jazz Dance 
Musical Theatre 
Urban Dance  
 
A BTEC Extended certificate is a practical, work-related course.  
Students learn by completing projects and assignments that are 
based on realistic workplace situations, activities and demands. 
It introduces you to the employment area you have chosen and 
provides a good basis to go on to more advanced work-related 
qualifications. 
 
Students will participate in technique classes and will learn a 
variety of dance styles. There will also be opportunities for student 
to present dance work within a performance environment. 
 

Students who opt for this subject are expected to have an excellent 
participation record in KS3 as this is a practically based course.  
The course is designed for enthusiastic, energetic students and it 
requires self-discipline and a great deal of motivation.  
  

  

 

HOMEWORK: Homework may take the form of theoretical work 
for the subject and students will be required to complete End of 
Unit Assessment Tasks. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Pass  =  Grade CC 
Merit  =  Grade BB 
Distinction   =  Grade AA 
Distinction*   =  Grade A*A* 
 
Grades available at the end of the course range from AA*-CC 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students are required to work independently, in 
pairs, in groups and as part of a team.  Students must be able to 
meet deadlines and full attendance is very important.   
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: PE kit and students are encouraged to 
purchase dance shoes. 
Dance exercise book and folder   -   Provided by College 
It will be useful to have a computer and Internet access at home 
for completion of homework and class work. 
 
CAREERS:  
Dancer           Choreographer          Coaching              Teaching 
Theatre Work                  Media Work          Stage Management     
Dance Therapist       Music Industry     Dance Company Member 
 

 LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  A and B 
 

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) 

                           Yes          Maybe         No              
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Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) 

                           Yes          Maybe         No              
 

                    
 

BTEC MUSIC                                                          Subject Leader: Miss L Parkes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

BTEC MUSIC 
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: BTEC Certificate  
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE: Students study four units of work. 
 
Compulsory Units  
Working in the Music Industry  
Professional Development in the Music Industry 
 
Specialist Units: Two units from the list below 
Planning and Creating a music product 
Solo Musical performance 
Exploring musical composition 
Working as a musical ensemble 
Developing as a musical performer 
Rehearsal techniques for musicians 
 
Optional Qualification:  Students will be offered the opportunity to 
complete ABRSM Graded music Theory. 
 
A BTEC Certificate is a practical, work related course.  Students 
learn by completing projects and assignments that are based on 
realistic workplace situations, activities and demands. 
 
It introduces you to the employment area you have chosen and 
provides a good basis to go on to more advanced work-related 
qualifications. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOMEWORK: Homework may take the form of theoretical work 
for the subject and students will be required to complete End of 
Unit Assessment Tasks. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Pass  =  Grade C 
Merit  =  Grade B 
Distinction   =  Grade A 
Distinction*  =  Grade A* 
 
Grades available at the end of the course range from A*-C 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students are required to work independently, in 
pairs, in groups and as part of a team.  Students must be able to 
meet deadlines and full attendance is very important.  This is not a 
practically based course. 
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by College 
Music exercise book and folder       
 
CAREERS:  
Arts Administration       Orchestra Member        Session Musician         
Teaching          Theatre Production           Film           Television  
Music Therapist         DJ       Composer          
 

LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  A and B 
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Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) 

                           Yes          Maybe         No              
 

                    
 
 

BTEC PUBLIC SERVICES                                         Subject Leader: Mrs N Rich 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 

BTEC PUBLIC SERVICES 
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: BTEC Extended Certificate  
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE: Students study three units of work. 
 
Compulsory Unit  
Public Services Skills ï This unit enables students to develop an 
understanding of a variety of methods of instructions and to 
explore team work and communication skills.  It will involve hands 
on activities which will enable students to meet the needs of public 
expectations. 
 
Specialist Units - Two units from the list below 
The Community 
Cultural awareness 
Career Planning 
Citizenship 
 
A BTEC Extended Certificate is a practical, work-related course.  
Students learn by completing projects and assignments that are 
based on realistic workplace situations, activities and demands. 
 
It introduces you to the employment area you have chosen and 
provides a good basis to go on to more advanced work-related 
qualification. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOMEWORK: Homework may take the form of theoretical work 
for the subject and students will be required to complete End of 
Unit Assessment Tasks. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Pass  =  Grade CC 
Merit  =  Grade BB 
Distinction   =  Grade AA 
Distinction*  =  Grade A*A* 
 
Grades available at the end of the course range from AA*-CC 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students are required to work independently, in 
pairs, in groups and as part of a team.  Students must be able to 
meet deadlines and full attendance is very important.  . 
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by College 
Public Services A4 folder     
It will be useful to have a computer and Internet access at home 
for completion of homework and class work. 
 
CAREERS:  
Police Officer                 Community Officer            Fire Service 
Armed Forces ï Army / Navy / RAF          Ambulance Service 
Prison Officer           Parole Officer        Community Liaison Officer 
 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  A and C 
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BTEC SPORT                                                        Subject Teacher: Mr M Venross 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

HOMEWORK: Homework may take the form of theoretical work 
for the subject and students may be required to complete End of 
Unit Assessment Tasks. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Students complete up to 8 Assignments based on each unit 
Students Assignments are graded 
Pass  =  Grade C 
Merit  =  Grade B 
Distinction   =  Grade A 
Distinction*  =  Grade A* 
 
Grades available at the end of the course range from A*-C 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students are required to work independently, in 
pairs, in groups and as part of a team.  Students must be able to 
meet deadlines and full attendance is very important.   
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: PE kit  
BTEC Sports exercise book and folder   -   Provided by College 
It will be useful to have a computer and Internet access at home 
for completion of homework and class work. 
 
CAREERS:  
Leisure Management      Sports Studies    Coaching      Teaching 
Physiotherapist     The Armed Forces     Lifeguard   Policeman 
Fire Service        Sports Development Officer 
 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  A  
 

BTEC SPORT  
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: Applied GCSE Course ï Diploma 
(Double Award) 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE: Students study three units of work. 
 
Compulsory Units   
Fitness Testing and Training  
Practical Sport 
 
Specialist Units: 
Anatomy and Physiology for Sport  
Planning and Leading Sports activities 
Technical Skills and Tactical awareness for Sport 
Injury in Sport 
Planning and Running a Sports Event 
Energy Systems in Sport and Exercise 
 
A BTEC First Diploma is a practical, work-related course.  
Students learn by completing projects and assignments that are 
based on realistic workplace situations, activities and demands. 
It introduces you to the employment area you have chosen and 
provides a good basis to go on to more advanced work-related 
qualification. 
 
Students who opt for this subject are expected to have an 
excellent participation record in KS3 as this is a practically based 
course.  The course is designed for enthusiastic, energetic 
students and it requires self-discipline and a great deal of 
motivation. 
 
 
 
 

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) 
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ASDAN                                                                          Subject Leader: Mrs J Rose 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

ASDAN 
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: ASDAN Bronze Award (leading towards 
COPE - Certificate of Personal Effectiveness or AOPE- Certificate 
of Personal Effectiveness)  
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: QCA/ASDAN 
 
CONTENT OF COURSE: Students who study this course will 
develop their self confidence and awareness of themselves and 
the community.  The course will provide an opportunity to work 
with others, present small pieces of work and help in the 
organisation of small college events, developing their social and 
communication skills. 
 
Students must achieve 6 credits which can be achieved through a 
vast array of activities.  Each credit must provide evidence of 
twelve hours work. 
 
The COPE Certificate is equivalent to a GCSE grade and is 
recognised by all colleges, universities and work places. 
 
 Level 2 = Grade B-C 

Level 1 =  Grade D-F    
 

The AOPE Certificate is equivalent to ½ a GCSE at grade D-G. 
  
COURSEWORK DETAILS: 100% 
Students complete a variety tasks through research projects, small 
presentations and group work.  There will be a wide range of tasks 
taken from twelve different working areas. 

HOMEWORK: Homework would be specific to the task students are 
working on.  It may require research, analysis and preparation of 
work. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
To achieve full accreditation student folders are moderated and 
evidence of 120 hours of work (two lessons per week) must be 
provided for each student.  Evidence must demonstrate skills in  

¶ Working with others 

¶ Improving own learning 

¶ Problem Solving 

¶ Planning and carrying out research 

¶ Discussion in a group 

¶ Presentation to a small group 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students will be expected to participate in group 
activities and to have a positive attitude towards others in the group.  
Teamwork is essential and students are expected to stay on task at 
all times and have full attendance. 
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by College 
ASDAN A4 folder          
 
NEXT STEPS: Further work in employment or college course. 
 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  All Learner types. 
 

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) 

                           Yes          Maybe         No              
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Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) 

                           Yes          Maybe         No              
 

                    
 
 
 
 

LEVEL 2 AWARD CREATIVE iMEDIA                               Subject Teachers: Mr I Fletcher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

CREATIVE iMEDIA 
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: Level 2 Award 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR  
 
CONTENT OF COURSE: Creative iMedia Users will be 
appropriate for students:  
Å who wish to gain access to the iMedia industry  
Å who wish to develop skills in one or more specialist areas   

 
Example Units 
 
Creating a multipage website 
This unit helps students to understand the basics of multipage 
websites.  They learn to understand the client brief and time 
frames, as well as deadlines and preparation techniques used to 
form part of the planning and creation process. 
 
Developing digital games using game creation software 
This unit helps students to understand the basics of digital 
games and environments for the creative and media sector. 
 
 
Students should be able to:  
 
Å show evidence of creativity  
Å demonstrate basic ICT literacy and show an interest in 
  developing their skills further  
Å demonstrate skills and knowledge in the areas of 
  Communication and Working with Others  
 

HOMEWORK: One homework set per week - 45minutes-1hour. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
Coursework - 100% - including practical elements 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students are required to work independently, in 
pairs and in groups.  Students must be creative and are expected 
to complete independent research throughout the course.  
Students must be able to meet deadlines and full attendance is 
very important. 
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: Provided by College 
Creative iMedia A4 folder             
 
A computer and Internet access at home for completion of 
homework and class work would also be useful. 
 
CAREERS: Web design    Graphic art     Multimedia production 
Flash animation           3D animation       Sound design and editing 
Special effects            Video production          Logo/titles design 
Desktop publishing             Games design           Storyboarding 
 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  B and D 
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ICT (Information and Communication Technology)      Area Leader: Ms S Robbins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

NATIONAL AWARD IN ICT - (Double Award) 
 
DETAILS OF COURSE: National First Award 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR  
 
CONTENT OF COURSE:  
 
Students complete four and a half units of work to gain the 
Award which is equivalent to 2 GCSE grades at C or better.  All 
students will complete the half unit during the final two terms of 
Year 9.   
 
There is one Mandatory unit entitled Skills for Business where 
students demonstrate their ability to use ICT in a real-world, 
business situation.   
 
The remaining 3 units will be selected by the teachers based on 
student preference and capability. Students will be taught by 
different teachers for each unit depending on the area of 
expertise. 
 
 
 

 

HOMEWORK: One session per week - homework will be 
restricted to research or planning tasks related to the coursework 
project. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS: 
100% coursework 
 
EXPECTATIONS: Students are required to work independently, 
must be able to meet deadlines and full attendance is very 
important.  Students will be expected to stay on task at all times 
and complete homework to the required deadlines. 
 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED:  
It will be useful to have a memory stick for completion of 
homework, coursework and class work. 
 
CAREERS:  
 
Computer Programmer                Systems Development        
Teaching           Games Development             Web Designer        
Software Designer        Software Engineer             e-business        
Business Management            Computer Maintenance      
Multimedia          Database Management       
 
LEARNER TYPE MOST SUITED:  B and D 
 

Is this a subject I might choose to study? (circle or highlight) 

                           Yes          Maybe         No              
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LEARNER CHECKLIST 
CASE STUDIES 

OPTION CHOICES  

  
Students must read carefully 

and complete the Option 
Choice Form. 

 
Complete the checklist on page 43 to work  

out your best option choices. 
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Subject 

Is this a subject I might 
choose to study? 

Yes Maybe No 

BTEC Business    

BTEC Child Development    

BTEC Creative Media Production    

BTEC Dance    

BTEC Music    

BTEC Public Services    

BTEC Sport    

ASDAN     

LEVEL 2 AWARD Creative iMedia    

ICT OCR National Award    

Compulsory Core  
Humanities Subject 

Is this a subject I might 
choose to study? 

Yes Maybe No 

GCSE Geography    

GCSE History    

 
Subject 

Is this a subject I might 
choose to study? 

Yes Maybe No 

GCSE Art and Design    

GCSE Catering     

GCSE Child Development    

GCSE Drama    

GCSE Geography    

GCSE Graphics    

GCSE History    

GCSE Music    

GCSE Religious Studies    

GCSE Spanish    

GCSE Resistant Materials    

GCSE Textiles Technology    

Know Yourself ï Which Subjects Are Best For You? 
 

You have now read the information about every subject on offer at KS4. 
For each subject you should have indicated whether it may be 
appropriate for you.  Use this page to summarise what you have learnt.   
Remember, this exercise is just one way of helping you make 
decisions.  You should also research subjects, talk to staff and 
parent/carers and think about your future career after Bristnall Hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transfer your ticks from the bottom of 
each optional subject page so you can 
see them all in one place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activity 
 

Congratulations ï You have now completed part of the 
Options Process and you are well on your way to choosing 
the right subjects suited to you.  Your Parents/Carers should 
have been able to discuss this with you, as well having advice 
from your Form Tutor and PSHEe Tutor.   
 
The next set of pages, along with other research, websites 
and careers advice, will also help you make your final 
selections.  You must complete the Option Choice Form and 
return it to College Reception by Friday 2nd December 2011. 
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LEARNER CHECKLIST - Choices for Key Stage 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

1. Which courses should I choose? 
Choose courses that: 
Á you know you can do well in 
Á are in subjects that you like 
Á reflect your interests and your personal qualities 
Á help you learn in the best way for you 
Á will help you to keep your options open in the future. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Why should I not choose some courses? 
Donôt choose courses because: 
Á you like the teacher, or reject courses because you donôt 

know him/her ï the teacher could be different next year 
Á your friends are choosing them ï they are different from 

you and have different strengths and interests. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Is it okay to drop subjects? 
Yes, but remember: 
Á the range of Science-based jobs is expanding.  You wonôt be able to 

get onto a Science based course or Science-related work-based 
training at level 2 or 3, including Engineering, animal welfare, health 
related occupations and medical professionals, including  doctors and 
nursing if you havenôt taken Double Award Science at KS4. 

Á you can often take a Humanities course, for example History or 
Geography at A level, even if you havenôt taken it at KS4.  You will 
need to have evidence of ability to achieve success, such as a good 
GCSE grade in another Humanities subject or English, and it wonôt be 
easy! 

Á quite a few jobs which are not directly related to a subject may make 
use of it ï e.g. Art and Music are very useful in Primary school teaching 

Á you may do well at a new course/subject you have not liked in the past, 
because you will learn and are assessed in different ways.  Check out 
the learning style and the assessment as well as the course content. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What else should I consider? 
If you: 
Á have a clear idea about doing a particular  

work-based training or a specific job ï find out 
the most appropriate courses for it 

Á have a general idea of the broad area of work 
youôd like to go into ï find out whether you can do 
any courses which would start you on your way 
without stopping you from doing other things if 
you change your mind 

Á want to continue learning ï find out what subjects 
you could do and whether you need to take 
certain courses to help you achieve your aim 

Á donôt have any clear ideas now, it doesnôt matter 
ï choose a range of courses that fit the list in 1 
above and, if possible, check them out with the 
Connexions personal advisor or website.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Remember that you will have more routes to achieving your goals than your parents/carers had.  Think   
   carefully about the next steps, follow your strengths and interests, check out information in the careers  
   library and ask for help from college or a member of staff.  Have a plan and review it regularly. 
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Marcia left school in Year 
11 with two As, four Bs and 
three Cs at GCSE.  She 
chose to study a BTEC 
National Diploma in Applied 
Science (Forensic Science 
and Criminal Psychology) 
at her local FE college 
because her career goals 
lay in Forensic Science or 
the Police.  The course 
appealed to her because it 
led to many interesting 
career options.  She took 
an A level in Psychology 
alongside the BTEC and 
plans to go to university 
before trying to get into the 
Police service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CASE STUDIES 
 
r 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

Carrie did not attain high 
grades at GCSE and she 
wanted to stay on in full time 
education.  She liked 
Information Technology and 
found a place on a BTEC 
Introductory Diploma in IT at 
Work.  It gave her a wide 
knowledge of computers and 
many aspects of IT.  It also 
gave her confidence and 
skills that will help her find 
employment.  She took a 
temporary job to broaden her 
horizons while looking for 
more permanent work.  
Carrie aims to work with 
young people in a 
counselling role but she 
knows she is unable to do 
this until she is over 21.  To 
help with this goal, every 
year she volunteers to work 
for two weeks on the 
Holidays At Home 
Programme for children in 
her local area.  Her local 
Connexions service 
continues to support her. 
 
 
 
 

Nasir left school and went 
to the local FE college ï 
first on a course that gave 
him a taste of several 
different job skills, then 
onto a course that reflected 
his vocational interest.  He 
is now at an Employment 
Foundation Scheme where 
he is learning practical 
skills such as cookery and 
working towards his Entry 
Level 3 Certificate in 
English.  As part of his 
training Nasir does two 
days a week work 
experience in a shop.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Craig studied BTEC 
Business Studies at KS4 
and found it very interesting 
because it involved 
research and developing 
communication skills.  He 
learnt about how customers 
should be treated and 
about the workings of a 
business organisation.  He 
decided that he wanted to 
do A levels, including a 
VCE in Applied Business.  
He combined it with an AS 
in ICT.  He then started a 
degree in Business 
Information Technology at 
Manchester Metropolitan 
University. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CASE STUDY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

CASE STUDY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

CASE STUDY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

CASE STUDY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
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CHOICES FOR E BAND STUDENTS 

All students will study  
the Core subjects 

English Language and Literature             
Mathematics   
GCSE Science  
PE (Non exam)  
PSHEe/Religious Studies (Non exam)  

 

GCSE Language French 
 

One Humanities subject GCSE Geography       OR     GCSE History 

 

Two  

subjects 

GCSE OPTIONS 
 

Art and Design 
Catering 
Child Development 
Drama 
Geography 
Graphics 
History 
Music 
Religious Studies  
Resistant Materials 
Spanish 
Textiles 

BTEC OPTIONS 

 
Business 
Child Development 
Creative Media Production 
Dance  
Music 
Public Services 
Sport 

OTHER 
QUALIFICATION 
OPTIONS 

ASDAN  
LEVEL 2 AWARD Creative iMedia (certificate/diploma)  
ICT OCR National Award 



BRISTNALL HALL TECHNOLOGY COLLEGE                                                 KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM AND OPTION CHOICES 2011-12 

47  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMPLETING THE OPTION CHOICE FORM 
 
r 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
 

Core Humanities Subject choice 
need to be completed. 

Insert subject choices.  Remember to 
complete all 5 boxes.   We need to  
have as much information as possible 
about the subjects you prefer. 
 

If you leave blank spaces you may be 
given a subject that you do not want to 
study. 

Check your name and form are correct. 

Completed forms must be signed and 
returned by the deadline date. 
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NOTES  
Use this page for planning and subject information. 

 
r 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOMEWORK: 
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Bristnall Hall Technology College 
Bristnall Hall Lane 

Oldbury 
West Midlands 

B68 9PA 
 

        Telephone: 0121 552 5425 
                   Fax: 0121 511 1325 

 
       Web: www.bhtc.sandwell.sch.uk 

      Email: headteacher@bhtc.sandwell.sch.uk 
 

A L Walker BHTC ï KS4 Curriculum and Option Choices 2011-12 
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